
From Our Co-Moderator 

Rebecca Harrison 

Some of us will remember the song 

made popular by the Mamas and the 

Papas, which has a line as follows: ―It 

never rains in California, but girl, don‘t 

they warn ya, it pours; man, it pours.‖  

That seems to be an apt line right now, for the time of 

year and for the world as well. As I write this today, it is 

for the first time in a week sunny in Northern California; 

it has been overcast and/or pouring for most days this 

month of January. Regardless of the temperature, seeing 

blue skies always lifts my spirits. 

Yesterday, the world fell in on Haiti. At this juncture, it 

is far too early to know the extent of the loss of life and 

the devastation that has been wreaked by the magnitude 

7.0 earthquake there on January 12, 2010. Regardless of 

the color of the sky there, life will surely feel as though 

the rain is pouring down for weeks, months, years to 

come, if my experience in the Greater New Orleans area 

post-Katrina is any indicator. 

And, of course, the current economic condition can be 

seen as an ongoing downpour. Some of us have been 

directly affected, with jobs lost or investment income 

reduced to a fraction of the amount previously earned, 

with homes worth much less than we owe on them. 

Others are feeling the rain with congregations cutting 

way back on financial support for programs and staff, 

and discovering that now the pastor is expected to do 

much of the work others had done previously, or it won‘t 

get done at all. 

―Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.‖ (Mt. 11:28) I 

don‘t know of anyone right now who couldn‘t benefit 

from pondering these words of Jesus‘, and taking them 

to heart. I find that they remove the clouds from my life, 

and re-introduce the blue skies of God‘s grace, peace 

and love. 

Indeed, this message is a significant focus of NAPC‘s 

work and mission. In July 2009, we instituted the 

position of chaplain on the NAPC Steering Committee; 

Elizabeth Coleman‘s job is to acknowledge the rain in 

our sisters‘ lives and to be Christ‘s representative to us 

during the downpour. Arlene Gordon is our seminary 

liaison; she seeks to provide a different, but also 

significant, presence of Christ to women in the PCUSA 

who are studying to be ministers. Erica Harley 

represents NAPC to the Advocacy Committee on 

Women and the Church, a GA-mandated entity that 

keeps the church accountable for its relationship with 

women in the church. 

We care for one another, we care for the church, we care 

for the world. One of the hopes of this current NAPC 

Steering Committee is to gather clergywomen to 

participate in a mission trip, probably somewhere in the 

US, and in doing so be the light of Christ in that 

location. We‘d love to hear from our members about this 

idea. Do you have suggestions for where we might go? 

Is this something you would like to be a part of? What 

skills do you have that you might offer in such an 

endeavor? Can NAPC help to lighten others‘ burdens, 

and be the blue skies they need to experience? Keeping 

in mind that the earliest we could schedule such a trip 

would be sometime in 2011, I‘d love to receive your 

thoughts; email me at rebecca.harrison51@yahoo.com, 

or send snail mail to Rebecca Harrison, 1201 

Singingwood Court #1, Walnut Creek, CA 94595. 

Beyond any mission trip, you are needed. We are 

working hard to expand the membership of NAPC. If 

you would like some brochures, let me know. In order to 

do better at networking, thinking outside the lines, we 

need to expand our base. Won‘t you help? Newsletter 

articles, and contact with other organizations are ways 

that you might contribute. Thank you for consideration 

of these requests. We value you as a member of NAPC! 

Blessings,  

Rebecca Harrison  

Co-Moderator, 2009 – 2012 

Presbyterian News Service 

Reports January 15, 2010 that 

all Mission personnel in Haiti 

are safe.   

The web site reports that a 

special fund has been set up for 

Haitian Earthquake Relief.  

The photo seen here repeats the 

theme of the Presbyterian 

Disaster Relief of Give Act 

Pray. 
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From the Chaplain  

For prayer requests and confidential concerns, please 

contact the NAPC Chaplain, Rev. Elizabeth Coleman at 

(770) 443-4893 (Home Phone) or ecoleman@bread.org. 

Last newsletter had anunidentified clergywomen from 

St. Lois, MO – She is The Rev. Dr. Jemimah N'Gatia. 

She pastors a church and is active in African 

immigration resettlement in the St. Lois area. In October 

her daughter died suddenly. Prayers, cards and 

conversation were shared with her. 

— Elizabeth 

 Prayer Concerns For . . . 

The people of Haiti during the aftermath of 

the earthquake. 

Pam McCalla – she and her family are 

recovering emotionally from the second 

trial regarding her husband's murder. Two 

men were tried and found guilty and sentenced. The last 

trial was in early December 2009. 

Susan Hartley as she continues to learn how to live and 

manage her diabetes.  

 

Ordination Anniversaries! 

January to March, First Quarter 2010 

30 Years 

Diane C. Monger - January 27 

Louise Westfall - February 10 

25 Years 

Karolee Wirt - March 29 

20 Years 

Sue A. Hyde - February 9 

10 Years 

Wanda Shannon - January 9 

Erica Harley - January 16 

Elizabeth Lyman - February 27 

Susan Lynn Gleason - March 26 

5 Years 

Bernetta DeNiece Welch - January 30 

Linda Gruel - March 20 
  

 

 

 

Note from our Membership Secretary: 

REMEMBER:  The only way we know if you have 

changed calls and/or moved is if you tell us!  Please send 

updated information to: 

Rev. Beth Garrod-Logsdon  

100 North Lexington Ave. 

Wilmore, KY 40390 

pastor_beth@hotmail.com 

Also remember that NAPC offers a one-year 

membership to any newly ordained clergy.  (Get her 

name/address to me and I will take it from there). 

— Beth 

King's daughter – ready to assume  SCLC 

helm 

Bernice King, nicknamed "Bunny" by her parents, has 

grown up to become a minister and motivational speaker 

and, in October, was elected president of he Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference, the civil rights 

organization her father helped found five decades ago.  

"As time passes and there are some successes along the 

way, I certainly think people will begin to see me in my 

own right," she said in an interview Nov. 5th. "Certainly 

those that are of the generation behind me, I think, will 

see me in the context of my own individual self." 

King, 46, the first woman president of 

the SCLC, said she is following not 

only in the footsteps of her father and 

brother, . . . but of her mother, Coretta 

Scott King, who played a key role in 

its creation in 1957. 

"The organization felt that it, perhaps, was important to 

have another King at the helm in this time," she said, "to 

kind of restore the spirit of Dr. King to the organization 

and to continue the work that he didn't get to finish." 

She expects to work with churches, women, youth and 

the labor movement to engage communities in 

nonviolent activism. 

"We need both the wisdom of the elders, as I say, and we 

need the strength… and the energy of the young." Said 

King. 

 — Christian Century December 15, 2009

General Assembly 2010 – Hope to See You There! 

The biennial event meets in Minneapolis this year, July 3-10. NAPC will have a booth, 

and will sponsor a luncheon on Tuesday, July 6. If you are able to help staff the booth, 

please contact Erica Harley at Erica_harley@presbynet.org. 



The Rev. Nancy Young 

Presbyterian News Press Release: The 

Rev. Nancy Young has accepted the 

call to GA Mission Council as co-

coordinator for Racial Ethnic and 

Women‘s Leadership Development 

/Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges, 

effective Jan. 25, 2010. 

As coordinator, Young will help set vision, manage 

ministries and supervise staff in the Women‘s and Racial 

Ethnic Leadership Development offices of the Racial 

Ethnic and Women‘s Ministries/Presbyterian Women  

ministry area. NAPC welcomes her into this new 

position of leadership in our denomination, and we are 

eager to work alongside her as she assists us in 

supporting clergywomen. 

  

Mark Your Calendars! 

Celebrate the Gifts of 

Women Sunday this year is 

on March 7, 2010. It is a day 

to honor women who 

contribute their gifts to the 

church and community, and 

lifts up issues of women's 

rights. Resources for this 

Sunday have been written by 

Kathryn Schneider and are 

available as a free download 

from 

www.pcusa.org/allwomen, and from Presbyterian 

Distribution Service. 

  

The Rev. Dr. Arlene Gordon to retire 

NAPC Steering Committee 

member Arlene Gordon will be 

retiring as Executive Presbyter 

of The Presbytery of Tropical 

Florida. Currently Arlene serves 

as NAPC Seminary Liaison. She 

brings to us a ministry rich in 

experience and a variety of 

talents.  Arlene and her family 

invite NAPC members to her 

retirement celebration Saturday, 

February 20th, at  12 Noon. This 

special event will take place at First Presbyterian Church 

(Newman Center ) 401 SE 15th Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale 

FL 33301. 

Congratulations, Arlene! 

 A Time for laughter - Humorous Grace 

By Joanna M. Adams; excerpt from Celebrating Our 

Call – Ordination Stories of Presbyterian Women. (ed. 

Patricia Lloyd-Sidle; ©2006 Geneva Press.) 

―Aunt Squeaky was a Christian educator… One 

Saturday morning; Squeaky gave me permission to go 

on an exploration expedition around the church. What a 

time I had, wandering wherever I wanted in that big and 

mysterious place that was our church. I stood behind the 

pulpit and pretended. I poked around the room where 

Mr. Porter rehearsed the choir every Wednesday 

evening. Finally, I came to a door that was closed. Of 

course, it had to be opened. I tried the knob. It turned. I 

entered and encountered a heavenly sight: mountains of 

snowy white bread cubes, plied high on shining silver 

plates; towers of silver trays filled, I discovered, with 

tiny glass cups brimming with grape juice. I had come 

upon the little kitchen near the sanctuary where the 

women of the church prepared the elements for Sunday 

communion. 

―All of a sudden, I was overcome with the feeling of 

being famished. I had to have just one little cube of 

bread. I took a piece and ate it. It was not enough. I ate 

another one and another, and then I was grabbing 

communion bread by the handful and stuffing it in my 

mouth, which naturally made me thirsty, so I drank one 

thimble-full of grape juice and then another and another, 

and so it went until I looked up and saw my aunt 

Squeaky standing at the door. I could not hide my purple 

mustache. ‗I‘m sorry,‘ I said. 

― ‗I accept your apology,‘ she said. ‗Let‘s wash the cups 

and cut some more bread.‘  It was the most grace filled 

moment of my life. I never say the words of institution at 

the Lord‘s Table without remembering that the purpose 

of Christ‘s sacrifice was not punishment but 

redemption.‖  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cinda Gorman, Life-Coaching 

 

 

 

 

I initiated the demise of my Call to parish ministry. After 

34 years (30 serving alongside my husband in 

congregations) it was becoming apparent that the church 

budget would not be able to sustain two pastoral salaries 

indefinitely. Our joint ownership of the separation 

process allowed for a very amicable parting. My one 

year pay arrangement is called my ―Gratitude Package‖ 

instead of a ―Severance Package.‖ That mutuality is a 

good thing, because I have assumed the mantle of the 

Pastors’ Wife. And contrary to rumor, ―No, I am not 

retired.‖ But I did have to find a new way to use my gifts 

for ministry and earn a living.  

Enter Life Coaching. Through God‘s ever present 

providence, an Elder serving on a Presbytery Committee 

with me suggested I check into coaching as a career 

path. Specifically, I have engaged in Life and Career 

Coaching as my ministry. That new path also makes me 

a small business owner, marketer, and home office 

worker. It‘s been quite a ride these past twelve months, 

but as I close in on the anniversary of my last Sunday in 

parish ministry and look back at what has happened, let 

me offer some observations:  

* I wish I had engaged the services of a Career 

Coach before I became one. A coach would have 

encouraged me to outline specific questions before I 

did those informational interviews. More internet 

research would have given me a ―reality check‖ 

about the components of the Coaching Professions 

that blindsided me.  

* One lunch date can make a difference. A clergy 

colleague took the time to take me out to lunch just 

to ―see how I was doing‖ during my first month 

away from the congregation. He introduced me to 

Strengthsfinders 2.0. His kindness and that Gallup 

survey became a turning point professionally as well 

as personally. 

*I am blessed with a very supportive husband and 

could not have done it without his positive attitude 

and willingness to ―go with the flow‖ as I converted 

―his‖ den to an office. He endures my everlasting 

computer time. Our Pension Medical Plan allows me 

to be enrolled as a dependent the day my own 

enrollment stops. 

* If I had left the congregation under the normal 

C.O.M previous pastor policies (which my brother 

calls the Presbyterian Restraining Order,) I would 

not be happily worshiping and volunteering in the 

church I no longer serve as pastor. I have clear 

boundaries about my new role and am cautious 

about being invited by the Pastor or Session before I 

engage in program responsibilities. I‘ve joined a PW 

circle, delivered flowers, and hosted coffee 

fellowship among other things. I work with the 

Vision team and have formed a weekly Job Search 

Group that is a significant community outreach. By 

putting guidelines in writing before the position was 

dissolved, I avoided misunderstandings about my 

new role. (I can also say no to evening committee 

meetings!)  

* Worshiping and preaching in a variety of churches 

can be inspiring but it has renewed my appreciation 

for the preacher, choir and congregation that I have 

loved for so many years.  

* Friends have made the difference. A pastor friend 

volunteered to be a ―practice client‖ for my 

certification and through that experience I 

discovered what a great Coach I can be for other 

pastors. Now I coach three pastors and hope to reach 

the next level of coaching with specialized training 

in that arena.  I continue to meet weekly with three 

people for conversation and humor.  

It‘s no accident that my Life and Career Coaching 

practice is called Seasons of Purpose. The title reflects 

our understanding of 

Romans 8:28, 

Ecclesiastes 3, and one 

of my identified Talents, 

Connectedness.   

I encourage you to check 

out Strengthsfinders 2.0 by Tom Rath.  I invite you to 

visit me at www.seasonsofpurpose.com .  I hope when 

your new season of life beckons, you can embrace it 

with faith, family and friends to guide you to your new 

purpose, too. And if you need a coach, I‘ll be right here 

until I really DO retire. 

— Cinda Gorman  

  

 

With the challenging economy many co-pastors find 

their churches can no longer support two ministers. 

NAPC member Cinda Gorman shares how she dealt 

with her situation.  



Memorials & Gifts  

Consider remembering a loved one or honor a special 

person with a monetary gift to NAPC. Send donations to 

our NAPC Treasurer: 

The Rev. Peggy Cross 

4829 Propitious Ct. 

Sacramento CA 95842 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank-you Notes Received  

Dear NAPC, 

I want to say "thank you" again for the scholarship you 

provided which has enabled me to come here for the PW 

Gathering. This is a wonderful opportunity to worship, 

network, and to learn. 

As clergy women we have much to be grateful for to 

God and our sisters in PW. Being there has reminded me 

of that part of our heritage. 

Once again, thanks for all your help – Sharon (Yunker-

Deatz) was great to work with. 

Peace and Blessings, Carol Clarke 
  

Dear Peggy, (NAPC Treasurer) 

I was so thrilled to receive the scholarship.  

Thank you so much and I will be the one with a walker 

that has a large bag attached - my pocketbook on wheels. 

Sincerely, Betty Jones 

Editor's note – NAPC provided several scholarships to 

The Gathering in 2009, and the previous newsletter did 

not have space for these notes. BPR 

NAPC Steering Committee 2009-2012 

Co-Moderators: 

Rebecca Harrison - rebecca.harrison51@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Tollefson - rtollefson@ohcouncilchs.org 

Vice Moderator: 

Molly Casteel - molly.casteel@g.mail.com 

Historian: 

Georgia Ann Snell - snellhotel@gmail.com 

Membership: 

Beth Garrod-Logsdon - pastor_beth@hotmail.com 

National Conference Coordinator: 

Carmen M. Rosario - Crosario_reyes@msn.com 

Newsletter Editor: 

Barbara Price Rolph - beprolph@msn.com 

Pastoral Care/Chaplain Coordinator: 

Elizabeth Coleman – ecoleman@bread.org 

PCUSA Liaison: 

Erica Harley – erica.harley@hotmail.com 

Scholarship Coordinator: 

Sharon Yunker-Deatz – sdeatz@g.mail.com 

Seminary Liason: 

Arlene W. Gordon – gdonnysmom@aol.com 

Treasurer:  

Peggy Cross – peggyc53@att.net     

  

FYI – Due to health reasons, Susan Hartley has had to 

resign her position as NAPC‘s secretary. The Steering 

Committee gives thanks to God for Susan‘s commitment 

to NAPC, and her service for many years. We wish her 

God‘s blessings as she makes significant changes in her 

life, and are grateful that she will continue to be a part of 

our organization.  

At this time, the Steering Committee plans  

to share responsibilities for taking minutes  

and other secretarial tasks. However, if  

one of you feels strongly about serving  

in this role, please contact one or both  

of the Co-Moderators at the email  

addresses listed above. 
 

 

 

 

Dues Changes 

The NAPC Steering Committee has changed the 

dues and classifications as follows: 

Active membership (Women Ministers of Word 

& Sacrament)  

  One Year $45   

  Two Years $60  

Retired, Disabled, Unemployed* - $20 

Affiliate membership (all others) - 

One Year $25  

Two Years $40 

* Note that in order to hold office, one must be 

an Active member, even if she is retired, etc. 

 



Excerpt from The Parish Paper, October 2009 

Herb Miller – co editor grants NAPC a one time 

permission to reprint from Vol. 17 No. 10‘  

To learn more about this publication go to 

www.theparishpaper.com .  Due to length of article, only 

highlights are reprinted.  BPR 

Women Pastors: Are Our Assumptions 

Accurate?  

…More denominations began ordaining women during 

the 1970's than any other decade for the last 100 years.   

What impact has this change had on the local church? 

…Now, research allows us to 

separate fact from fiction by 

reviewing 35 year trends 

documented by six major 

studies. 

The "Contact" Assumption: If 

church members have some 

direct experience with 

clergywomen, they are more 

receptive to women as parish ministers. …Substantive 

contact with a clergywoman, as one's own pastor 

…creates greater openness to female pastoral leadership. 

The "Negative Outcome" Assumption: When a 

woman becomes pastor, the church loses members to 

other congregations, sees its financial contributions 

shrink, and attracts only women worshipers. 

Do these negative outcomes ever happen when a new 

pastor arrive? Yes, But these negative outcomes are not 

more likely to occur when the new pastor is a woman 

rather than a man. 

The "Male Clergy Exodus" Assumption: Because 

women have become pastors, denominations have lost 

members and closed churches, and more clergymen have 

left the ministry. 

The numerical decline in members and congregations 

among several mainline denominations is attributable to 

many factors but not to the ordination of women. 

Male and female clergy leave…in about equal 

percentage.  

The "Conflict" Assumption: Clergywomen experience 

more conflict with the lay leadership than do their male 

colleagues. 

The amount of church conflict reported by male and 

female pastors is essentially the same.  

The Bottom Line 

A wise female church elder said, "We tolerate measles, 

we accept people. I don't want to be tolerated. I want to 

be accepted." That preference is true with pastors of both 

genders. 

 Whether the current pastor is male or female, all 

parishioners (not just the personnel committee members) 

benefit from asking these six questions: 

1. When we advertise an opening for a clergy position, 

do we so in a way that welcomes female applicants? 

2. When we review applications for a clergy position, do 

we consider female applicants to the same degree as 

male applicants? 

3. How often do we make unreasonable demands on our 

pastor? 

4. How often are we unreasonably critical of our pastor? 

5. In what ways do we show acceptance for our pastor? 

6. In what ways do we make our pastor feel loved and 

cared for? 

  

From the Editor: 

Greetings sisters, 

I for one am thankful that we are in a new year. 2009 

was a hard one for me and my husband – business 

shuttered, father in law illness then death, IRS 

investigation, consulting jobs gone, resources gone, the 

final blow was early January when I had to put down my 

15-year-old dog Toto. She was such a faithful and happy 

companion. Her death unleashed all the pent-up grief of 

2009 as I cried bucketfuls.  

It has been hard to see the hand of God in all of this, but 

then there come those rare times when I am called to 

preach… It's a God thing – Holy Spirit and all – the 

affirmations from church members. It's nice to know I 

still have the gift. 

Perhaps the scripture that has been most helpful is that 

of Ecclesiastes – "For everything there is a time and a 

season for everything under heaven."  

NAPC has gone through many seasons – some good, 

some not so good. I'm beginning to  see some winds of 

change. Emails from members – submissions, questions 

– thank-you notes – all are appreciated.  

— Barbara 

 

 

http://www.theparishpaper.com/


Seminary News & Events 

San Francisco  – February 7 – 7:30 PM 

Farewell reception for President Phil Butin 

Laird J. Stuart will be Interim president 

Union – Virginia – February 8th 10 AM  

Mission Lectureship Series at Selwyn Ave. Presbyterian 

Church Charlotte NC 

Princeton – February 5-10  

Embracing Latino Paradigm Ministry challenges and 

opportunities 

Austin – February 1-3 

Mid Winters 2010 lectures 

McCormick – February 15th  2 PM 

Allen Lectures – John L. Bell Church of Scotland 

Louisville- April 25-27 

Festival of Theology Reunion & Events 

Dubuque – March 9-10th 

Spring Mission Conference 

Johnson C. Smith – March 26-27 

Conference on Ministry 

  

Pointers for Parents 

Larry Winget has a new book, Your Kids are Your Own 

Fault, published by Gotham Books. 

"Our kids are a mess," says Winget. "They are 

overmedicated, overindulged, overfed, overweight, over 

entertained, undereducated, underachieving, under- 

disciplined, disrespectful, illiterate brats with a sense of 

entitlement that is crippling our society and it has to 

change."  

If that has your attention, check out his website: 

www.yourkidsareyourownfault.com. 

 

 
 

NAPC Notes 

If you haven‘t yet done so, make sure to check out our 

web site, www.napconline.org. We also have a 

Facebook group; you need to be invited, so please email 

one of the Steering Committee members and we‘ll make 

sure you‘re included. We plan to expand our current 

discussions to include such things as upcoming job 

openings and other opportunities for clergywomen.  

Russia's Medvedev Condemns Stalin's 

Anti-religious Persecution 

PCUSA news – November 9, 2009 

Sophia Kishkovsky writes:  

Moscow (ENI) Russian President Dmitri Medvedev has 

denounced Stalinism's religious persecution in a move 

seen as an offer of conciliation to the country's faith 

groups. 

"Representatives of absolutely all 

religious confessions were subject to 

persecution," Medvedev said in his video 

blog posting, listing believers as a class 

that was subject to extermination along 

with intellectuals, workers, military 

officers, and peasants.  

Medvedev has been seen as reaching out to the leaders 

of Russian's major religions, including Orthodox 

Christianity, Islam, Judaism, and Buddhism, over recent 

months.  

The Russian president expressed concern about young 

people's knowledge of crimes committed under Soviet 

dictator Josef Stalin. Disputes over the role of Stalinism 

in the Soviet Union's victory in WWII often evoke 

heated debate in Russia. 

"I am convinced that the memory of national tragedies is 

as sacred as the memory of victories… and that young 

people need to know of "one of the greatest tragedies of 

Russian history." 

  

  

"Believing in the God 

who cannot be contained 

we seek to 

 affirm, 

nurture 

and sustain 

all 

Presbyterian Clergywomen." 

 


